
SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF AMERICAN PRONUNCIATION 

✓ The letter "r" is pronounced everywhere, while in most British English it is only pronounced 

before a vowel and at the end of a word only if the next word begins with a vowel. In "The car 

turned round the corner" all the r's are silent in British English (except the one in "round"). 

 

✓ Pronouncing /t/ like the Spanish /r/ in "coro" is more common in American English (and 

Australian English). This is only possible between vowels in the middle of words after the 

stressed syllable ("city"), following /r/ after the stressed syllable ("forty"), or between words 

when the next word begins with a vowel ("put on"). 

 

✓ Some words that have the sound /ɒ/ in British English, like "hot" or "knock" are pronounced 

with the sound /ɑ/ in American English. Others aren't: dog, cross, off, etc. 

 

✓ For many Americans there can't be /æ/ before /r/, so they pronounce MARRY like MERRY, 

CARRY like KERRY, etc. 

 

WORLDWIDE_____________________________________________ 

 
 

✓ NORTHERN ENGLAND'S LACK OF /ʌ/ 

Many people in the circled area don't have /ʌ/. They say /bʊs/ "bus" or 

/ʊp/ "up". For many, "luck" and "look" sound the same (/lʊk/) 
 

✓ Some people in the north of England and Scotland have [o:] and [e:] 

for /oʊ/ and /eɪ/: [go:] "go", [ge:m] "game". 

 

✓ SOUTHERN [æɪ] for /eɪ/ 

For many people in Australia, the South of the US and the south of England, /eɪ/ is [æɪ] (casi 

como "ai"). /aɪ/ in turn sounds [ɑɪ] (cerca de "oi") or, in the American South, [a:].  

     days [dæɪz] 

     dies [dɑɪz]/[da:z] 

 

(The pronunciation [a:] and [ma:] for "I" and "my" is quite common in popular music.) 
 

CURRENT TRENDS 
 

✓ The sound /u:/ (as in "shoe") is moving forward in the mouth towards /y/ (the vowel of French 

"tu") so that, for some speakers, "moon" sounds close to [my:n]. 

 

✓ Especially in Britain, more and more people are using a glottal stop ([ʔ]) for /t/ before some 

consonants and at the end of a word if the next word begins with a vowel: pu[ʔ]me , no[ʔ] 

again ("put me, not agaIn"). Some people also use it between vowels but this is considered 

non-standard: /be[ʔ]ə/ "better". 
 

✓ <th> may be /f/ (/fɪŋk/ for "think"), /v/ (/tə'gevə/) or /d/ (/də/ for "the") - all non-standard.  

 


